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JEWISH POGROMS IN UKRAINE
AND THE UKRAINIAN PEO-PLE'- S

REPUBLIC.

Will you grant me an opportunity
to say what I know and what I feel
about the Jewish pogroms in Ukraine?

While all the distressing particulars
of the tragedy and the number of
mournful casualties are still to be

ascertained, let us still hope that they
have been smaller than reported in
days of peril and anguish. The facts
cannot and must not be denied or jus-

tified or excused. However, they
should be more clearly understood by
every Jew and by every Ukrainian, by
the American Democracy, and by the
world at large. In the name of hu-

manity and for the future of Ukraine,
we should take a common stand, Jews
and Ukrainians, that responsibility be
fixed and punishment be brought to
the guilty, that the wrongs commit-

ted there, be righted, and that Uk-

raine be made a safe home for all its
citizens, Jews and Gentiles alike.

I would be derelict to the duty laid
upon me by my government and to
the principles upon which it is acting

and fighting if I should express any

other opinion. Neither can I keep si-

lent. The Ukrainian People's Repub-

lic is intended by the people and for
the people of all creeds and races of
Ukraine. Though guiltless, we owe it
to a due regard for our own rights as

a nation that we do not hide ourselves
behind the excuse that we are not our

brother's keeper.

So sincerely do we believe in these
things that I speak tne mind and the

wish of my government when I say

that it is its earnest desire and pur-

pose that full justice be done to the

Jewish people in Ukraine in their
time of distress and dismay. The
government of the Ukrainian People's

Republic is anxious that an interna-

tional investigation, careful and de-

tailed, without any political consider-

ation and without favor or disfavor

to anyone, should look into every

crime committed on the blood-staine- d

soil of Ukraine and establish the re-

sponsibility of the criminals. It is

ready to accept any inquiry that may

be made by America and by American

Jews. It insists that the Ukrainian

People's Republic, its aims as well as

its ways and means, and the Ukrain-

ian national movement in general be

included and submitted to a most

scrupulous examination. I beg only

one privilege; that the heading of the

indictment, "Pogroms in Ukraine,"

may not by itself and not in advance

imply a ready judgment upon the
Ukrainian People's Republic and its

Government. They are protecting the

land and the people of Ukraine against

things that they cannot control or al-

ter, namely the action of others.

Since the very revival of Ukrainian

national aspirations one hundred and

fifty years ago, Ukraine's struggle for
freedom has remained uninfected by

any jingoistic greed, nationalistic am-

bitions or racial prejudices. Until the

last decade there was no such thing as

a reactionary party in Ukrainian pol-

itics because any form of allegiance

to our nationality ana even the very

name of Ukraine were considered as

evidence of disloyalty and treason

against Czarist Russia. When the
growing strength of the Ukrainian

National movement had begun to con-

vert some of the reactionary elements

its main aims and objects were al-

ready safeguarded under revolutonary

control.
I want you to realize that for sev
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eral generations past we have had no
quarrel with the Jewish people. Of
course, a handful of Jewish bourgeoise
lent themselves to support the Russian
domination in Ukraine and the Polish
rule in Ukrainian Galicia, against the
people and the democracy of their
countries. For generations no evi-

dence can be traced out, either on Uk-

rainian nor on Jewish side, of any an-

tagonism between Ukrainian national
aspirations and the Jewish people,
Jewish nationality and Jewish life in

our country. There has been no reason
for any antagonistic tendencies.

, And yet, a sinister spirit of po-

groms ruled throughout Ukraine. It
was the spirit of Czarist Russia. The

administration, the bureaucracy and
the police of the emptre, school,

church and yellow press were instru-

mental in setting the population of
Ukraine against the Jews. It is a
matter of common knowledge that
Jews were persecuted and outraged
and slain to avert growing dissatis-

faction of the workingman, and the
pauperizing peasant, and to justify
further repression of liberal elements.
Many a Ukrainian pauper and many
aUkrainian scamp received their mur-

derous weapons and their ignominous
orders from the criminals much higher
up. Ukrainian democracy, muzzled
and strangled, was so deprived of
any influence on what was happen-

ing, under the Czar's rule, as the un-

fortunate victims themselves.

In Eastern Galicia, where, in spite
of oppression and persecution, the Uk-

rainian democracy has succeeded in

controlling the feelings of the people,
no outburst of racial hatred has ever
been recorded, the proximity of Rus-

sia, Poland and Roumania and the
anti-Semit- ic efforts of the Polish ad-

ministration notwithstanding. More-

over, during the last years the Uk-

rainians and the Jews in Galicia have
been drawn closely together by bonds

of common interest and of mutual un-

derstanding.
After the breakdown of the Russian

Empire, the Ukrainian People's Re-

public has been established , on the

territory of Ukraine, and at the very
inception of this Republic the first
Ukrainian Parliament Central Rada,

has abolished all racial restrictions en-

forced by the Russian Government
and has proclaimed the principle of

and of full liberty

of these principles in practice. Being

one of the principal racial minority,

the Jews in Ukraine have had granted

by law a full autonomy and have had

secured by the Ukrainian Government
all moral and material means that are
necessary for the development of their
nationality and for the advancement
of their national culture. Jewish rep-

resentatives have been invited and
admitted to a real participation in
Government and to leadership in de-

termining the destinies of the coun-

try. Our friendship was accepted with-

out reservation, and I can say with
a good deal of confidence that there
was no Jewish faction In our country
which did not admit that the Uk-

rainian People's Republic meant the
realization of the best hopes and
rights of the Jewish people in Uk-

raine.
I have no disposition to boast of

what my Government has accomplish-

ed, in 1917. It has merely done its
duty. We have always believed, and
we still hope, that in days of recon-

struction the Jewish population of

Ukraine, will be of Infinite service to

the country. As a matter of course,
will they become conscious of their
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Announcement
THE OPENING OF THE FORT WORTH FISH MARKET

A most complete line of Sea Foods, Fish fresh from the hook and net.
All new and Modern Equipment, with everything necessary to make our
ncrvice equal to the best We are the only fish market in the city that
has installed patent Harry Hussmann Refrigerator Case, which la con-

sidered one of the most up to date patent refrigerators that has ever

been used in this line Sliced fish of all kinds will be served from theee

cases to our patrons. These cases are absolutely SANITARY.

Mr. L L. Zeigler, Proprietor of the new place has been In the Sea
Food business for twenty years and is well known in Fort Worth.

WE INVITE THE PUBLIC FOR THEIR INSPECTION.

Fort Worth Fish Market
1208 Houston Street. FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Pembertons Service

Friends, neighbors and chance callers alike estimate the re
finement of your home atmosphere largely by the musical

instruments they find here.

The Entire Southwest Re--

I cognizes
Standard

Pemberton's

PUT A VICTROLA IN YOUR
HOME

Its superb musical qualities and
aristocratic appearance will leave
no doubt as to your decerning taste
Our salesmen will gladly demon
strate for you. .

Well Known for the Highest
Artistic Merit

I VICTOR CORNER Seventh and Houston


